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Section G: 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND 
ACRONYMS 
Special Education Plan 2021 

Toronto District School Board (TDSB) Special Education Plan 2021 Feedback Form 

Glossary of Terms 

Accommodations – teaching strategies, supports, and/or services required to help a 

student access the curriculum and to demonstrate learning. Examples of individual 

accommodations: 

● giving students extra time to complete classroom assignments 

● allowing students to complete tasks or present information in alternative ways 

● providing students with various learning tools, such as calculators or adaptive 

computers, to help them complete tasks 

● providing scribes for students who need assistance with writing 

● using pictorial schedules to help students make transitions 

Articulation – refers to the production of speech sounds. 

Barrier Free – a building/structure that is physically accessible, including access to all 

areas and equipment within the school environment. 

Basic Living Skills – the skills that people require to meet their basic needs at a given 

age level (e.g. self-feeding, self-dressing, and toileting skills). As the social environment 

and expectations become more complicated, basic living skills encompass such things 

as the ability to use public transportation, shop, and ask for directions. 

Composite Score – on a test of intellectual ability, the aggregate score produced from 

various sub-test scores. 

https://tdsb.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a94MPLrFpLjOPwa


 

196   Special Education Plan - Glossary of Terms and Acronyms 

Curriculum – Alternative Expectations – expectations not derived from an Ontario 

(provincial) curriculum document or that are modified so extensively that the Ontario 

curriculum expectations no longer form the basis of the student’s educational program. 

Curriculum – Modified Expectations – Elementary: Expectations are derived from an 

Ontario (provincial) curriculum policy document for a grade level or for grade levels 

above or below the student’s age-appropriate grade level.  

Secondary: For most secondary school courses, modified expectations will be based on 

the regular curriculum expectations for the course, but will reflect changes by 

decreasing the number of regular curriculum expectations, and/or decreasing the 

complexity of the regular curriculum expectations for the course. Some subject/course 

expectations cannot be modified and an entire course cannot be modified without 

impact on credit attainment. 

Please note: All secondary courses can be modified with the exception of The Ontario 

Secondary School Literacy Credit Course (OSSLC). Achievement of the expectations in 

this course represents achievement of the literacy requirement for graduation; 

consequently, no modifications of the expectations are permitted. 

Educational Assistant (EA) – if assigned, someone who assists Special Education 

Teacher(s) to provide additional staff support in Intensive Support special education 

classes where students with Special Education needs are present. 

Exceptional Student – defined by the Education Act as “…a pupil whose behavioural, 

communication, intellectual, physical, or multiple exceptionalities are such that he or she 

is considered to need placement in a Special Education Program....”Students are 

identified according to the categories and definitions provided by the Ministry of 

Education. 

Identification, Placement, and Review Committee (IPRC) – a committee composed 

of at least three persons appointed by the Board, one of whom must be a principal or 

supervisory officer of the Board. The IPRC will: 

● decide whether or not a student should be identified as exceptional 

● identify the areas of a student’s exceptionality (according to the categories and 

definitions provided by the Ministry of Education) 

● decide an appropriate placement for a student 

● review the identification and placement at least once in each school year 

Inclusion – An attitude toward the need and right to “belong” to one’s community. An 

inclusive classroom is a place where all students experience a sense of belonging and 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/english12curr.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/english12curr.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/english12curr.pdf
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social citizenship (e.g., membership, inclusion, shared power, and value) (Parekh, 

2014). An inclusive classroom modifies the environment to fit the student, not the 

student to fit the environment. In addition, an inclusive classroom rejects deficit thinking 

and is a space where all identities and cultures (including disability culture) are 

celebrated. An inclusive classroom prioritizes the right to participation and focuses on 

setting a positive climate where social engagement and friendships can be promoted 

(Underwood, 2013). INCLUSION: CREATING SCHOOL AND CLASSROOM 

COMMUNITIES WHERE EVERYONE BELONGS 

Individual Education Plan (IEP) – a plan developed (in consultation with 

parent(s)/guardian(s), and the student, where the student is 16 years of age or older) for 

each student who has been identified as exceptional by the IPRC process. An IEP is a 

written plan. It is a working document that describes the strengths and needs of an 

individual exceptional student, the special education program, and services established 

to meet that student’s needs, and how the program and services will be delivered. It 

also describes the student’s progress. 

Informed Consent – with the exception of special education teachers, the involvement 

of professionals requires informed consent from a parent(s)/guardian(s) or student who 

is of age in order to initiate an individual assessment. In all instances, 

parent(s)/guardian(s), or students who are of age, are contacted to obtain their informed 

consent to ensure they understand the reasons for the assessment, the nature of the 

assessment, the risks and benefits of the assessment, and possible outcomes of the 

assessment. Issues of where and how the record will be stored and the limits to 

confidentiality are also outlined. 

IPRC Annual Review Meeting – a meeting held every school year unless the principal 

of the school at which the special education program is being provided receives written 

notice from the parent(s)/guardian(s), waiving the Annual Review. Parent(s)/guardian(s) 

may request an IPRC Review meeting any time after a student has been in a special 

education program for three months. 

Intensive Support Amount (ISA) – Ministry funding for school boards to support the 

needs of students who require high-cost specialized equipment ISA Board Guidelines-

Ministry 

ISA Funding Levels 

ISA Level 1 

Provides funds for specialized equipment for individual students with high needs. 

ISA Levels 2 and 3 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/research/docs/reports/Inclusion_Creating%20Classroom%20and%20School%20Communities.pdf
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/research/docs/reports/Inclusion_Creating%20Classroom%20and%20School%20Communities.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding/t4.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding/t4.pdf
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Provide funds to boards based on the number of students with very high needs, 

for the provision of specialized programs and services (intensive staff supports in 

the classroom). 

ISA Level 4 

Provides funds for educational programs offered to children and youth admitted 

to care, treatment, or correctional facilities. 

Special Incidence Portion (SIP) 

Provides funds for staff support for students with extraordinarily high needs to 

ensure safety in the classroom. 

Percentile – expressed in a number between 0 and 100, that tells what percentage of 

individuals in a group receives a score between certain points. A percentile of 78 says 

that the person scored higher than 78% of the group. This should not be confused with 

the percentage score on a test. 

Phonology – the language component that governs the manner in which speech 

sounds are combined and patterned. Aspects related to intonation, stresses, pausing, 

etc., are also included. 

Education and Community Partnership Program (ECPP) – educational programs in 

a variety of settings to address student needs that have not been met in the traditional 

school model. 

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) – an advisory committee established 

in accordance with Regulation 464/97 of the Education Act. SEAC makes 

recommendations to the Board concerning any matter affecting the establishment, 

development, and delivery of special education programs and services. The TDSB and 

SEAC work together to protect the rights of students with special needs. 

Special Education Per-Pupil Amount (SEPPA) – funding that is determined according 

to a formula based on each board’s total enrollment of secondary and elementary 

students, including those students with special needs. 

Specialized Equipment Amount (SEA) – funding amounts based on students’ special 

individualized equipment needs. 

TTY – telephone devices for the deaf and hard of hearing. 
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Special Education Acronyms 

Acronym Description 

ACL Assistant Curriculum Leader 

AODA Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 

AQ Additional Qualification Course 

ASD Autism Spectrum Disorder 

BEH Behaviour 

CAP Centrally Assigned Principal 

CAS Children’s Aid Society 

CCAS Catholic Children’s Aid Society 

CCAC Community Care Access Centre 

CL Curriculum Leader 

CPI Non-Violent Crisis Prevention Intervention Training 

CRRP Culturally Responsive and Relevant Pedagogy 

CYW Child and Youth Worker 

DD Developmental Disability 

EA Educational Assistant 

Ele Elementary 

FBA Functional Behaviour Assessment 

FOI Freedom of Information 

IEP Individual Education Plan 

ILP Individual Learning Plan 
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IPRC Identification, Placement, and Review Committee 

ISA Intensive Support Amount  

ISP Intensive Support Program (full time special education class) 

IST In-School Team 

JCAS Jewish Children’s Aid Society 

LangLab Language Lab 

LC Learning Centre 

LD Learning Disability 

LHIN Local Health Integration Network 

LI Low Incidence 

LN Learning Network 

MART Methods And Resource Teacher 

MID Mild Intellectual Disability 

NCFS Native Child and Family Services 

ORG Organization 

OSR Ontario Student Record 

OT/PT Occupational Therapy / Physical Therapy 

PD Professional Development 

PD Physical Disability 

PHIPA Personal Health Information Protection Act 

PI Partially Integrated Delivery Model 

PL Professional Learning 

PLC Professional Learning Community 

PSSP Professional Support Services Personnel 
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Psych Psychology 

RA Resource Assistance 

RES Resource Program 

SAP Systems Applications Products in Data Processing 

SEA Special Equipment Amount 

SEAC Special Education Advisory Committee 

SEPPA Special Education Per Pupil Amount 

SEPRC Special Education Program Recommendation Committee 

SIP Special Incidence Portion 

SLP Speech-Language Pathologist 

SNA Special Needs Assistant 

SOE / SO Superintendent of Education 

SST School Support Team 

SW Social Worker 

TSAA Toronto School Administrators’ Association 

VP Vice-Principal 

WA Withdrawal Assistance Delivery Model 

 




